Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy and myocardial ischemia with normal coronary arteries.
The case reported herein illustrates an unusual form of nonobstructive hypertrophic cardiomyopathy which was associated with Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome, myocardial ischemia and necrosis despite normal coronary arteries. The patient is unique since the hypertrophied myocardial segment was localized exclusively to the posterolateral free wall. Quantitative thallium-201 scintigraphy demonstrated reversible ischemia that corresponded precisely with this region of posterolateral hypertrophy. While the exact mechanism for ischemia in patients with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy and normal coronary arteries remains controversial, a functional rather than anatomic disturbance of blood flow seems likely.